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union of hearts in which the body has no part?
Could you only love sensuality, with all its para-
phernalia of material bonds ? In order to feed the
fires which I kindled in your heart, had marriage
to be necessary, with all that it involves ? Ah!
what a strange kind of love! Lofty souls are far
removed from the heat of such terrestrial flames !
In all their affections the senses never have part;
only in spirit do their fine natures mix ; all else is
rejected as unworthy. It is a fire pure and clear as
the celestial flames; towards it none but virtuous
sighs aspire, filthy desires having no part therein ;
nothing impure is intermingled with its aims; it
loves for love's sake, and not for anything else.
All its transports are directed to the mind alone,
it is unaware of the very existence of the body.

CLIT. But, pray forgive me. Madam, I have the mis-
fortune to perceive that I have a body just as well
as a souL I am conscious that it is too intimately
connected with the soul to be left out of considera-
tion: I do not understand the art of separating
them. Heaven has denied to me that philosophy,
and my soul and my body work together. There
is nothing more beautiful, as you have said, than
those purified desires, which belong only to the
mind, those unions of hearts and those tender
thoughts which are entirely free from the commerce
of the senses. But such love is too refined for me;
I am, as you are good enough to observe, somewhat
coarse, I love with the whole of my nature, and I
must confess that love, as it appears to me, means
desire for the whole person. It is not a matter that
calls for condemnation; and, without doing injus-
tice to your noble sentiments, may I say that my
method is very generally followed in the world ; and
that marriage is fashionable enough and is accepted
so readily as a worthy and tender bond, as to